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RELIGION. 
This term ts frequently used, by all ser’s and de- 
nominations; yet its signiacation is different im the 
estimation of different sects. With some, tt means 
external duties; with others the codes of worship 
are intended ; great stress, by others, is Jaid on 
names—and that these names consiiltute religion; to 
do no hurt, is rehgion with some; anc to precure or 
accumulate property, by doing no good, seems to be 
religion with others. But what is retigion ? Ans. It 
is good morals, flowing from a guod intention, or from 
an upright heart. It is the love which aman exer- 
cises towards his God and his neighbor, which love 
excites hin to adore God as ihe supreme object of 
love, and to exercise friendship and good will to men, 
accoinpanicd with acts of ;.stice and kindpess. The 
ignorant map, as well as tue wan of letters, may Lave 
religion; the heathen nations, equally with those 
who are more enlightened, may exercise luve to God 
and man, according to their knowledge; they may 
do goud as they have ability or oppor:unity. If reh- 
gion consisted in some refined speculation, very few 
could attain it; but so far from this ts true cr pure 
religion, that to do good and to communicate ; to do 
justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly; to visit 
the fatherless and widows in their afliictions, and to 
kee» unspotted from the world; to fear God and 
keep his commendments, is that in which religion 
consists. 
REMARKS. 

Religion may easily be enderstood by ail who are 
disposed to practice it. Men do not fail to practice 
relirion because it cannet be known; but they know 
in what it consists, and fail to practice it because it 
is not agreeable. We naturally love darkness and 
irreligion, rather than light and the practice of vir- 
tue, hence we practice vice rather than religion, and 
justly are men stiled fools for this choice, because 
nothing can compare with it. Rabies, and all the 
things we can desire, are not to be compared with 
this heavenly religion; leagth of days are in her right 
wand, and in her left hand are riches and honor.—- 
Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, (religion) that 
seeketh after knowledge ; she is a tree of Ife to all 
that know her, and happy is every one that findeth 
her, —Epigror, 





FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

An illustration of the general, and great ad- 
vantages of believing in the doctrine of the 
universal, and eternal happiness of the souls 
of all the human family. 

( Concluded from page 240. ) 

If the doctrine of universal salvation repre- 
sents God to be good to all mankind, those who 
love him will imitate him in the exercise of 
goodness to all. Ifthe doctrine of universal 
salvation represents God to be merciful to all 
mankind, those who love him will imitate him 
in the exercise of mercy to all. If the doctrine 
represents God to be just to all mankind, (not 


those who love him will imitate him in the ex” 
ercise of justice to all. ‘The exercise of unir 
versal morality that springs from the principle 
of love to God and man, comprehends the 
whole duties of religion, sv that the doctrine of 
the salvation of all souls, has a tendency to pro- 
mote morality and religion. Jt will prevent 
men from doing harm, and induce them to do 
good. The contrary doctrine, however, of a 
partial or uncertain salvation of men, has the 
effect to produce immorality and crime. Al- 
most every person who is an enemy to any one, 
whom he intends to harm, is willing to believe, 
and generally does believe that God takes side 
with them, and is the enemy of the intended 
victim. Therefore, they feel the more willing 
tu do an injury, and in many cases conceit that 
they are doing God service, while injuring their 
fellow men. Such, therefore, act towards their 
brethren contrary to goodness, to mercy and 
justice, calculating that the injured brother will 
be sent to hell; while they will get to heaven, 
and see each other no more. But if all man- 
kind fully believed that all their fellow creatures 
were equally interested in the love of God, in 
his goodness, mercy, and justice, and would 
most certainly be eternaily happy, and asso- 
ciate with each other in theit next state of ex- 
istence, and know each other, and love each 
other, how could they willingly act towards 
each, in this world, wickedly, unmercifully or 
unjustly ? They could not, they would not. 
Again, that disposition of soul called piety, 
which interests the heart to attend cheerfully to 
the will of God, which enables man to do good, 
to bear burdens, and to make sacrifices in re- 
ference to his will,is procuced from a_ belief 
of his great love to man. If, says Jesus, any 
man love me he will keep my commandments. 
And this love springs from the belief that God 
loves all, and will have all to be saved, and 
that Christ gave himself a ransom for all. 
Fifthly. Of the civil advantages of the doc- 
trine. At the time of the fermation of man, 
God said that it was not good tor him to be a- 
lone, he made him an help-meet, and the asso- 
ciation was calculated to produce reciprocal 
happiness 5 and so it is now with all mankind, 
in proportion to the reciprocity of love. Hence 
our Saviour said, Do thou unto others, as you 
would they should do to you, Be good to all, 
be merciful to all, and be just to all—love all, 
imitate the impartial love of God. This every 
believer in the doctrine of the universal love of 
God, and universal salvation of man, will en- 





unjust in saving some, and damning others,) 


| deavor to attend to, and will attend to it from 
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Choice ; but those who believe that God hates 
some, will hate those whom they may think he 
hates, and injure them also, if their feelings or 
interest lead them to it. Would one of the dis- 
ciples of our Lord have said, ** Master, we saw 
one casting out devils in thy name, and he fol- 
Joweth not as and we forbade him. because be 
followeth not us ?” Or at another time, would 
they have asked the Savieur, if they should 
command fire to come down from heaven and 
consume mer, if they had fully believea that 
the Savionr loved those people as weil as he 
did them? Ifthese disciples and many others 
since, fully believed that whosvever should of- 
fend one of these little ones who believed on 
Jesus, had better have a millstone hang about 
their necks and be cast into the sea, would they 
have offended them asthey have done, aud now 
do? Would any offend a believer in the univer- 
sal doctrine, whe may be said te be a true be- 
liever in the Saviour of adl men? No. 

Ifthe apostle Paul had believed that the 
Christians whom he so violently persecuted, 
were the objects of God’s love, and would be 
the glorified companions of his love, ip the next | 
state of existence, would he have persecuted | 
them as he did ? Would Paul in his turn have | 
been so oiten persecuted, and at length put to 
death, for his love to, and bis faith in the Re- | 
deemer, if his persecutors liad fully believed | 
that God was no respecter of persons ? Would; 
the wicked Emperor of Rome, Nero, filly five | 
years after Christ, have laid to the charge of the | 
Christians the burning of Rome, and put so ma- 
ny thousands of them to death, if he had be- 
lieved that these Chiistians would certainly be 
his happy aad beautilul associates in those E- 
Ivsian regions, to which men’s hopes aspire 7 
No! Would the Christians, in the reign of Con- 
Stantine the great, have veen so fond of destroy- 
ing se many thousands of the Pagans, it they 
had belived that these Pagans lad mansions 
assigned them in the heavenly kingdom, as well 
as for themselves ? UT think not. Would the 
kings and governors of the Christian pov ers, 
at different times, have destroyed so many mil 
lions of the Jews, if they believed that God was 
the friend aad Saviour of the Jews, as well as 
of the Christians and Gentiles ? Would the 
Popes of the Roman church, at different times, 
have sent out their bulls against their fellow- 
creatures, and destroyed such vast numbers of 
them with fire and sword, for professing to be- 
lieve. and interpret the will of God respecting 
themselves, according to the best of their knowl- 
edge of the Scriptures, if they had believed that 
Christ would save all souls, let them believe 
what they might, and that souls were not saved 
by their belief, but by God ? Would John Cal- 
vin, one of the Protestant reformers, have put 

any one to death for believing differently frum 








himself, if he had believed that it was the will 
of God to have all men to be saved, and come 
to the knowledge of the truth, and that Christ 





had given himself a ransom for all ? Surely not. 


Would the Roman Catholics in France and 
England, at diflerent tives, put to death so ma- 
ny thousands of Protestants, and many wo- 
men and children 3 if they had believed that 
God loved tiose Protestants as well as he did 
them, and that they were as sure of heaven ? 
Or would the Protestanis have acted the same 
bloody tragedy a few years afterwards? No; 
they would wot, had they believed that God 
loved them, and that he would receive their 
souls into his heaveuly kingdom, to be the glo- 
rified and loving companions of their murder. 
ers. 

Mankind would not only have been innocent 
of the crime of sheddmyg se much blood, and of 
causing so much imisery to each other, from re- 
ligious considerations, had they believed in the 
heavenly doctrise of Universal Salvation, but 
they would not have tuyured each viher as they 
have done from other motives. Would any 
person wilhugly and aialiciously wound the feel- 
ings of a fellow-creature if he believed all would 
be saved Would any person injure the repu- 
tation of ans,if he believed God was their friend 
and would vindicate their cause ? Would de- 
traction and slander, the scorpions of the earth, 
be let loose, if ad/ men believed that tiey were 
joint heirs of eternal glory > Wonld the cruelty 
and injustice of man torment his fellows, if all 
believed that they were brethren, and God was 
their common Father > Would one person cheat 
and ruin another, would they enslave and op- 
press each other, would they beat and wurder 
each other, Wf they fully believed that they 
should associate with each other in great glory ? 
No, they would not, they could not; but they 
would feel more love ‘or, and act more tenderly 
towards each other, than the most affectionate 
natural brothers or sisters ever cid. 

It is not, however, contended that all or any 
of such believers would feel or act perfectly 
right, in a/l points towards each other 5 itis 
conceded that ander the influence of any belief, 
man will feel and act wrong, while associated 
with the flesh; but the belief of his eternal re- 
demption has great tendency to enable him to 
act above his earthly propensities, and to bear 
with the faults, and pity the frailties of his 
brethren, to make men bear e:.ch other’s bur- 
dens, and so fulfil the law of love. Those who 
believe that © God is love,” and will make all 
men eternally happy, believe that he made 
man subject to vanity, not wantonly, but in 
hope of redemption 3 aud that the hope which 
is predicated on the Scriptures will be realized. 
While associated with the body, man wiil be, 
in some measure, under the influence of this 
carnal mind, which is enmity to the law of God, 
still they believe that they shall be delivered 
from this'body of sin and death, be made holy 
and of course eternally happy. 

Now if all mankind believed this, and felt 
this, would slaughtering armies go forth to des- 
troy their fellow-creatures? No: war, blood- 
shed and carnage would cease, and harmonys 
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love and universal peace would reign on earth 
amongst men. i fally believe, that if ever that 
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which extends its requisitions to the thoughts 
of the heart, he then, as a natural consequence, 


milleninm state of righteousness and peace,’ hates God. ‘The result of such a feeling is, 


<a 


Wi 


vinich is looked for, takes place on earth, it. that he is indifferent about knowing the will of 
i be when @f? mankind believe that God our! the Almighty, for he believes that he cannot do 


Saviour will bring all souls to a state of huli- | it, and he buries his talent in the earth, or 


ness and eternal happiness. 


Sixthiy. Of the private and individual ad-| ches for pleasure among swine. 


spends his substaace in riotous living and sear- 
He is unhap- 


. 1 a K " ' * ‘ “pe. a . e 
vaniaves of the belief of the doctrine of Univer- | py for he is afraid ef God. Should he believe, 


sai Salvetton, in life, and in death. 


Although | however, that he is destined by God’s decree 


the Almighty thought proper to drive our first! to eternal misery, he becomes desperate 5 but 


parents out of the garden of Eden, to prevent | 


their return, and to curse the ground for their 
sake, still ne foved man, for he is love; yet 
mia betieves that he is hated of God, and 
that God is his enemy, and always will be, un- 
less he suffers, or does something to reconcile 
God to him. To do away this false belief and 
unhappy feeling from man, the blessed God 


formerly proclaimed to mar, that he did not | 
fate him, but loved him, and forgave his sins | 


and transgressions. Stull, however, men gen- 
erally believed that God hated them. was an- 


gry with them, of course they feared and were 
tormented. At length God was manifested in 
Christ, reconciling the world (the people) unto 
himself. by not imputing their trespasses unto 
them and by making such an extraordinary 
display of his love to them, by giving his only 
Son, to die on the cross, that whosvever believ 
ed on lim should net perish. He committed 
the words, or information, of reconciiation to 
the apostles, who did net tail to beseech men 
io be reconciled to God, by believing he loved 
them. Now had all the succeeding propagators 
of the gospel of the grace of God, represented 
God our Saviour in his true and loving charac- 
ter, as the apostles did, told the people that God 
was never irreconciles te them, but always lov- 
ed man, and always wou.d, and to convince 
man that he did love bim, be manifested him- 
self in Christ, to recencile man to him—had all 
the preachers of the gospel declared this, it 
wouid indeed have becn glad tidings of yreat 
joy to all people; and all people would have 
shared in the blessing. Dat the contrary course 
has been pursued generally, by the Popes of 
Rome, and all their adherents to this day.— 
They have represented the Almizhiy as the 
enemy of all men, except those who obtained 
aud secured his favor by their own belief, or 
by their own actions ; or that he has madea 
selection of a part ef mankind before they came 
into existence, whom he was determined to 
love and make eternally happy, without any 
regard to their merits, and that he made the 
residue to be eternaily miserable. 

Now every one must know that these rep- 
resentations of the character and determination 
of God, have had an injurious effect on man- 
kind. When the child grows to the age of 
moral reflection, he is induced by representa- 
tions from the press, from the pulpit, and from 
conversation, to view his Maker as an enemy, 
and conscious of having violated God’s law, 

















should he believe he is one of the elect, he too 
frequently becomes an arrogant sinner, beiiev- 
ing he will not suffer for his crimes m_ this Ife, 
nor in the life tocome. Those who believe 
(od to be their enemy, generally believe that 
all the misfortunes which they meet with in life, 
are the results of his anger; much of the be- 
nevolence commen to wan is extinguished by 
the influence of fear and hatred to God, and by 
Pharisaic presumption. The finest feelings of 
the soul are curbed—the exercise of laudable 
ambition is prevented, and genius is nipped in 
its bud. Not beheving that God will forgive 
kim, man will not forgive his neighbor. Thus 
in general mankind live in fear and hatred of 
God, and each other, indulging in crimes, and 
suffering misery in this life, and are in dreadful 
bondage to the fear of death, which they be- 
lieve will introduce their souls to eternal \or- 
menis in @ hell of fire ana brimstone. Although 
some people have no iear of going to hell them- 
selves, yet they fear that some of thei children, 
ur others whom they iove tenderly will suffer, 
which makes them as miserable as if they fear- 
ed for tuemseives. Hence sickness of children 
fills the parent, who does not believe in Univer- 
sal Salvation, with great misery. O'! says 
such, if my child should die, poor creature, it 
may goto Heil! This feeling is the torment 
of the human heart,—but the misery is aug- 
mented when parents contemplate the scene of 
the judgment of au assembled world, and be- 
hold their children trembling on the left hand 
of the stern Judge, to hear their dreadful doom 
pronounced, consigning them to interminable 
fire! This has made many a worthy man and 
woman go down to the grave in great sorrow. 
These tearful expectations are calculated to 
make parents often wish their children annihi- 
lated, and to cause them to be careless about 
their education, supposing that all their atten- 
tion towards the improvement of their minds 
may be of no account, and that they are like- 
ly to be lost to them eternally. But if parents 
believed that themselves and children were to 
be eternally happy together, and know and love 
each other, in a better world, what encourage- 
ments would they have to improve the minds 
of their offspring, knowing that all the cultiva- 
tion of mind, which their children would re- 
ceive here, would not be lost, but would in- 
crease their felicity. What pleasure would 
they have in raising them, and with how much 
more resignation could they give them up to 
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hould never suffer a single text to remain un- 


them again, adorned with angelic beauty ! ' The | ares rou _ especially uv the n ¥ of anf — a 
Vilna } reacile Ane GATK aviggs aol {ne hnible 

> eC e ive ion to pen- | °°" 
fear of death is needful to give sanct | iid tn avotnnd with np te pared with oth- 


al laws for individual security and to preserve 
life, but this fear is only tormenting, when the 
fear of hell is superadded ; and those who ob- 
secure the true character of God, and exhibit a 
terrific one, are amenable for all the misery 
produced thereby. O that the true character 
of God our Saviour should thus be hid from 
poor suffering man! 

The subject of the great advantages to be 
derived to man from belie ving the doctrine. of 
Universal Salvation, is so momentous, t 
cannot attempt to note the 
beauties 3 yet hope to see it investigated thor- 
oughly and exhibi ted in all its divine charms, 
aad to know that it is embraced by all pec »ple 
and then shall | know ail will be nappy. tven 
$0 Lord Jesus, Amen. D. G. 

Union District, (S. C.) May 27, 1825. 

Note—The writer of the above communica- 
tion says, he has preached emery years, 
and until recently kas been of the Baptist per- 
suasion 3 bat is now a believer and a preacher 
of the salvatio nmofalimen ‘Te such an one it 
is not improper to say, now thon art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren.—top Her. 
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er parts of the same sacred book, al an understand. 


ing of them obtained, let the conseqvence to our 





creed be what it may. With this view of the sub- 
ject, we shall proceed lo consider the passage pro- 
posed; and althouga we cannot promise our corres- 
pondent entre satisfaction, vet we will covenant with 

him to use the uiinost frankness and candor. 
| The following particulars claim, and will receive 
! notier. Mirst, those who were once enlightened, 
{2. The hcavenly cift. The Hulv Ghost. 4. The 
| good word of Cad, 5. The powers of the werld to 
e. 6. ‘the falling away. 7. The renewal a- 
rain to repentance. And The conclusion of the 

) matter 

First. Theee who were once enlichte wail Alihongh 
here is nothing inthe preeeding context to prave 
ar xphiciils the isct, vct we assent to the generally 
| receives J opinion, that those wl poken of in the 
(text under consideration, as heving been once en- 
| lightened, were such as had heard the gospel of 
, Christ, and had receives od that divine light, which it 


mvariably affords to the soul. 


alluded more partieniarly to such of ihe early chris- 
tians as had espoused the cause of Christ, and bad 
» ¢ continued in the faith, but had lert the little com- 


The apostle probably 


foanv of those, who, ashe expr Sif in another 

| place, were disnosed to ‘* meet jor iu lly the spoiling 

of their goods” for the Redeemer’s -ake, and * labor, 
’ fry ne 4 ving Gad 

aad suffer renroach for trusting in the living God who 


viour of all men.” But the same 
may, for aught we can diseover, be ap tied to all 
may have done the same. 


passave 


those, who, in after ares, 


* Open eas helter tian secret love.X°—Proverb | Aad. perhaps U sis Ho empropricty in applying it 
————- —_—— ti>all who ray hereafter hear, receive, and after 








PD. BENSLEVS REQUEST. 
To the 
Dear Sin: As vou have given me great satisfac- 
tion in perusing your comments on certain passaces 
of scripture, J should be pleased to see your observa- 
tions on Heb. vi. d—6. As you manifest an enti: 
willingness to communicate your views, and with 
candor on your part, you would confer a favor on 
me, and probably on the public, by giving, throuch 
the medium of the Advocate, an explanaiion of th 
ibove named verses. 
] am, Sir, vours 


Keilor of the & Os pe / Advocate. 


respectfully. 

D. BENSLYHY. 
1225. 
REPLY. 

The passage referred to in the above communica- 

uonisthe following: * For it is impossible for those 
whe were once enlightened, and have tasted of the 
heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the H 
Ghost, and have tasted the good werd of God, and 
the powers of the world to come, if they shall fall 
away, to renew them again unto repen tance; seeing 
they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, 
and put him to an open shame.” 

The above words involve doctrines of the utmost 
importance to every intelligent being. And if we 
consider that fact, in connexion with the stress which 
is generally laid upon those words by limitarians, we 
may fairly presume, that every candid reader will 
take 9 deep interest in this investigation. The pro- 
posal of this weighty subject does honor to the head 
and heart of our correspondent; for such subjects 
are too frequenty suffered to lic unnoticed by those 
who are enquiring after truth. Universalists, who, 
either virtually or specifically say that the scriptures 
cannot be reconciled upon any other plan than their 


Concord, July 31, 


wards reject Uh Tis admitted {ai 
admitting the correctness of the general 
text) and we have only 
e the e pradenes solits truth, which are alfor- 


eospel of Gad. 
it Is Gals 
construction put upon the 
fo onsery 





ded in the passa itself. It should be remarked, 
that those who are represenied as having been o1ce 
enhehiened, had also tasted of the heavenly gift, had 
been made partakers of the Holy Ghost, had tasted 
the rood word ef God and the powe rs of the werid to 


come. &e. All ties, when fully understoud, will coa- 
firm what has already been said. 

2. The henorniy gift. We read that “the gift of 
Ged is eternal lic through Jesus Christ our Lord.’ 
ftom. vie 23. Aud this passage expresses much which 
our purpose. Christ is the only me- 
dium throug sh which this ciftiscommunicated to man- 
lind; and although “ every good and perfect gift is 
fromabove, and cometh down from the Father of 
lights,” yet the great gift of eternal life through Je- 
cus Christis of somuch creaier value than any other 
earthly bestowment, that the definite article, is with 
much propriety prefixe! to it. Wesay that this gift 
is of more value than any other earth/y bestowment 
of a kind Saviour, because it is something which, in 
our opinion, is enjoyed here on earth. ‘This eternal 
life, or knowledge of God, is enjoyed in a greater or 
less degree by all those who have confidence in 
Christ; and those of whom mention is made in the 
text, had, as will appear more clearly in the sequel, 
been once in a measure devoted to him and his eause. 
They had tasted of this good gift, i. e. they had tasted 
and seen that the Lord is good—-had witnessed the 
displays of that divine benevolence and love which 
Christ exhibited in his life, walk and conversation, 
and bad also been eye and ear witnesses of those evi- 
dences of a world’s salvation, which brought forth the 
devout acclamations of even the angels of heaven.— 


Ie + irectly t 

















It weuld seem to us, who live in these last ages, that 


the coldcst heart must have fel: the effects of this 
revelation of truth and these gicrious exhibitions of 
the love of God, 
Christ, who witnessed lis acts of compassion and 
rightcousness, were stricken with amazement and 
admiration at the wonders of grace which he per- 
Many were convinced, converted, and fol- 
lowed him im the regeneration; ali acknowledged 
his power and woadness, and even Devils trembled 
and > heved! But some received the good seed in- 
to their hearts with joy and suffered the weeds to 
choke it,—wirh others it fell on stony places, while 
some cherished and abode in it. 

3. The Holy Ghost.—Bvy these terms we under- 
stand ‘he holy spiritef Ged. By being made vartak- 
ers of this principle we may understand a cop- 
formiis of spirit to the essence of God's character, 
which is Love. Those, therefore. who listen to the 
‘lad Mdings of great joy which shall be to all peo- 
ple” whieh ennneiation is predicated on the eternal 
and unchanging benevolence of Deity, are more or 
less operated uvon dy that spirit, and consequen | 
are more cr less made partakers 0! it. Hence, we 
are to understand by this part of the text, that some 
were made paitakers, to a given extent, of the spirit 
of God as communicated through Jesus Christ ane 


formed, 


aivine 


taught in lis gospel. 

4. The cood word of God. There is no room for 
controver son this subject. Christ denominated 
the words) God, Rev. xix. 13, and we may emphati- 


cally -ey, t he was the Goon word of God. But 
Chieist shonid ever be wentified #ith his works. Hus 
glory his: curity, his holiness. Ins benevolence are stri- 
kinel: exlibited in his gospel, which, is itself bui a 
transcript of lus own character. He was the mes- 
senger of poace and salvation, his gospel is peace to 
them that are atar offand tothem that are near; God 
is love, he is ihe express unage of lus Father and his 
gosne’ bears an exact vesemblance to them both — 
Henee to taste of the go d word of God is the same 
ast) be mee artake’s of the Holy Spirit, and either 
fom of expression is neaily synonymous with tasting 
the heavent: ee or being enlightened. 

5. Toe powers of the world to come. The word | 
here‘ ansh: a d world most commonly. if not invaria- 
bly signifies ae or dispensation. But the sense of | 
the word. asused in the text, is not so important as it 
might be in some cther case. It may allude to the 
glorious reign of Christ on earth, or rather Ins king- 
dom ef power, love, and peace; orto the glories of 
that beiter world, where the wicked cease from troub- 
ling and the weary find eternal rest. At least it con- 
veys to our mind, as used ip this text the idea of en 
jeyrment. by prelibation, of those blessings which are 
secured by faith in ithe Son of God. ‘Those who be- 
lieve enter into rest here on earth, (see context) but 
this rest thus secured and enjoved in time is buta 
foretaste of that which is to come. 

6. The falling away. This form of words is used 
to convey the idea of a departure from truih; which 
implies a virtual or open rejection of those evidences, 
which have previously been exhibited to the under- 
standing. The Jews, who witnessed the wonderful 
works of Christ, were compelled, by the weight of 
testimony, (o confess (however reluctantly they might 
have done it) that no man could do as he had done, 
except God were with him. Sut notwit! standing 
all this, they rejected him, and at last, with wicked 
hands, nailed him to the cross! No men ou earth 
ever saw more clearly the evidences of the power and 
divine authority of the mission of Christ. It was not 
merely hear-say testimony, but they heard with their 
own ears, saw with their own eyes, and might have 
understood with their own hearts, that more than 


And, in fact, even the opposers of 
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mortal wisdom was upon him, that more than morta! 
consequences must result from the astonishing dis- 
play ofa Saviour’s love and a Redeemer’s power ! 
But smitten, as were those of former times, with 
the divine truths declared, enforced, and exemplified 
by Christ, the wisdom and power of God unto salva- 
tion, they vet returned back to their former condi- 
tion, like the swine that was washed to lier wallow- 
ing in the mire. And although mankind in later 
ages have not that demonstrative evidence, which 
was then presented to the minds and understandings 
of the Jews, to convince them of the leading truths 
of the gospel; vet, when we once admit the truth, 
let our reasons for so doing be what they may, and 
afterwards deny it, we are in a similar condition with 
those of former times, who continued not to abide in 
the truth and light of the gospel. And farther: The 
gospel of the blessed God will eve: have a salutary 
effect upon the leart, life, waik and conversation of 
the believer. Hence, when the gospel ts rejceted, 
its salutary teachings are also disregarded; and 
when the first principle of love is discarded, the whole 
train of moral evils is sureto follow. So that a re- 
jection of Christ and his gospel, leads on to the prac- 
ice of all the catalogue of vices, from the sin of 
unbelief up to the blasphemous denial of the authen- 
ticity of that oath, which declares, that all nations, 
kindreds. and families of the earth, shall be blessed 
in Christ. Thereiore, although in this period of time, 
removed as we are from that bright morning on 
which appeared the sun of righteousness, we have 
not the strongest possible evidences (these commu- 
nicated through our senses) of the truth of God's 
promises, and consequently cannot commit the sin 
against the holy spirit; yet, by atimbuting the won- 
dertul operations, oaths, promises, purposes, and 
plans of God, as declared, testified, sealed, and de- 
livered to us by Christ, to the spirnt of darkness ; or, 
by denying the efficacy of the blood of Jesus—dis- 
trusting his veracity and denying the testimony of all 
“od’s holy prophets since the worid began, we may 
appreximate so near that sin, as to render ourselves 
obnoxious to the worst of penalties, even ‘hat of be- 
| ing given over toa rej robate mind, unl the last of 
our agonies is over and past, and until the realities of 
eternity are presented to disembodied spiriis, and we 
behold, in blissful existence, those truths, and the ac- 
 complishment of thuse promises, which, before were 
doubted, if not denied! This punishment, we say, 
which is as great as any which bas ever been threa- 
tened by a loving God, may be richly merited by 
those, who in this age, deny the Lord that bought 
them, by saying, that his arm is shortened, that it 
cannot save! Ina w ord, then, to tall away from the 
truth, is, in our opipmion, to deny thuse evidences 
which we have once admiited, and to reject that 
spirit of uncreated benevolence which was manilest- 
ed in the face of Jesus Christ the righteous. This 
brings us 
7. To consider the impossibility of a renewal to 

repentance under circumstances like those above 
enumerated. But want of time compels us to defer 
a consideration of this and the eighth particular till 
next week 








(To be continued.) 
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THE MOUNTAIN IN LABOR. 


The decided stand which this paper has taken a- 
gainst the conduct ot Nir. Gleason Fillmore, seems 
io have produced considerable excitement among 
vur methodist friends. Having denied the truth of 
Mr. Fillmore’s statement about the Thayers, the 
friends of him who thus atiempted to injure his neigh- 
bors, particularly those who seem inclined to ap- 





plaud his conduct let it be as it may, are disposed to 
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say (het all be has done is perfectly right,and tiat our 
statements are perfec:ly false. The amount of these 
contradictions ts of litthe value. We have ever said, 
and agaui repeat it, that we do pot rely on vague or 
uncertain testimony, but have good authority for 
saying that the Thavers were nor “ inclined to wni- 
versalism,” and consequently that Mr. Fs assertion 
to a cuutrary eifect was not true. We bave more 


ilan suspected, also, that Mr. F. Anew better’ than | 


0 state suci to be the fact, and our opinion that such 
vas {he case, is daily becoming -tronger. We hear 
hat the frends ot Mr. F. talk sagely of taking legal 
neasures to rebut our allegations. and even the omi- 
wus words ** slander,” * hbel,” * persecuiion,” &e. 
ave beea beard in the secret conclayes of those who 
eel aggrieved. But bad it been suspected that 
methodism itself was identified with the character of 
Wir Fillmore, periaps we should have passed over 
the subject in silence, for we do believe that there 
ere many pious and good people among the metho- 
dists. and we should be onwilling to burt their feel- 
ings in the least. Batif they all to aman, are found 
id bad company, or consider themselves identified 
with Mr. B. they must abide by the consequences. 
We shall not alter onr course in the Jeast, but shall 
go on to produce our testimony in support of our as- 
seriions, a$ soon as itean be collected with conven- 
lence to ourselves. In the mean time we extend to 
‘ir. PY the hand of peace. Our columns are open 
jur his defence, and our hearts are prepared to re- 
ceive any evidence he inay have to offer in extenua- 
ton of what we suppuse to be his misconduct. But, 
alhough our blows are directeri against Lim, person- 
ally, yet our object is only to benefit community.— 
No other motives could justify our measures against 
‘he man, but a desire to vindicate truth and disecun- 
tenance falsehood. And we disclaim any other. If 

iv. FL is in fault we shall convict hii of it, for his 
own character and the cause of inethodism are not 
identified so closely as not to be separated. And if 
he is right, he will come out like gold seven times 
purified. Andif Mr. F. is conscious of his inno- 
cence, we wonder whv ke does not make some at- 
tempt to satisfy the public feeling. Perhaps five 
words wuuld end ihe whole matter. We will aot be 
uncharitable, but it is, in our opinion, exceedingly 
strange, that no other measures are taker but to ex- 
cite pity. Why no: meet our charges manfully ? 
Why not enter our columns and make a fair state- 
ment of facts? Such steps would put an end to the 
disagreeable contention at once. But a contrary 
course will assuredly result to the disadvantage of 
the one who has the means of saying what suits him 
best, but refuses to use them. And one word of 
common sense will have more weight with the public, 
than all the rantings, and threatenings, and scoldings 
of all the seetarians in the world! 

Weshall say but little more on this subject, but 
shall next week, if thought expedient and proper, 
«ive the reasons for the assertions we have made to 
the public. But we should do wrong were we to 
refrain from making an exposure of one man who 
has impudently interfered in this matter. 

Mr. Gale, a Methodist preacher from Aurora, cal- 
led at our office on Tuesday last, and in endeavoring: | 
to exculpate his brother Fillmore trom censure, bold- 
ly asserted that Mr. F. did not take the confession | 
which he read on the gallows, from the Thayers him- | 
self, but that it was copied from notes taken by Mr. 
Cravford of this village! Now we have some rea- | 
sons for believing that this statement was entirely in- 
correct. First, because we understand from Mr. F. 
himself that HE took the confession froin them. Se- 
condly, because we know that Mr. C. and Mr. F. 
had but little opportunity to confer upon the subject. | 
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And thirdly, because we think better of Mr. C. thap 
| to harbor the belief one moment. that he had apy 
hand in theratter. With M-. Gale we have little 
' to do, more than to assure him, that his abuse and un- 
| gentlemanly conduct. will excite some pity, but no 
| indulgence. We view his attempt to saddle this af- 
‘fair upen Mr. C. to be quite sivilar to the fox in the 
' fable, who endeavored to make ihe crow sing so that 
she mght dro; the cheese which she beld in her 
mouth! Come out gentlemen, let us know the truth; 
and if you have repented, bring forth fruits meet for 
repentance! 
FROM THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
A DIALOGUE 
Between a Universilistaad a Calvinistic Baptist. 

{It is preper ty observe, that the conversation, of 
whieh the following is the substance, was in the pre- 
sence of a sick man, who professed a belief in the final 
salvation of all men. The Baptist had frequently visit- 
ed the declining man, and in addition to deeds of kind. 
ness, bad endeavored to shak + his faith in the doctrine 
‘he professed. He expressed a tearful concern fur 
the immortal welfare of his sick neighbor, and did 
ailin his po «xy to alarm him, and destroy his confi- 
dence in the Ged of his salvation. When the * Un 
versalisi” en.ercd the reom. the Baptist” was relat- 
ing the religious exercises and joys of a pious old la- 
dy, whem he considered a remarkable example of 
chritiou resignation. After the usual civilities, and 
he had explaince the nature of his di-course, the Bap- 

ist proceeded as follows :] 

The Baptist. The old lady 1s really pious, and 
give. tie tuilest evidence of being a child of Gud.— 
Her mind seems to be wholly excercises tn religion 
—she is waiting tdi her change come, that she may 
go and be with Clirist. O, itis a ble:sea thing to 
give such evidence of being born again by the Holy 
Spirit, to be reconciled and bappy in view of death 
and eternity. 

The Universalist. Yes,sir, itis rub: gratifying te 
witness a scene like that you are mentioning. 1 can 
speak experimentally, when L say it is a serious, 
pleasing sight, to behold such instances of pivus re- 
signation. It has been my privilege to visit many. 
whose minds were ina purely religious frame. i 
lave just lett the sick chamber of an elderly woman, 
who 1s probably ina cousumption; she is as perfectly 
willing to die, as any person in town is to jive and 
eujoy good heali. Ter faith in Christ is so great 
and lively, that her only fear appears to be, that she 
lay possibly recover, and net go unmediaiely to be 
with Christ. Sof suppuse, sir, that you would cou- 
sider her * a child of God,”—would you pot? 

Bap. Why, ido not know as I should. 
depends on circumstances, in such cases, 

Uni. Ah, and what are the circumstances t 
which you allude ? 

Bap. Well, t will tell you, sir. It would be ne- 
cessary 10 know tiat (he person had experienced reit- 








Much 


gion, and had given evidence of a renewed heart, by 


a life of piety and godliness. 
Uni. But if all that is necessary to show that one 


, is the child of Ged, why do you take so much pains 


to alter the faith of people onadeath-bed ? Suppose 
you convert them to your opinion, will that enable 


‘ them to exhibita previous life of piety ? 


Bap. Why, ne, Il don’t know as it would; but 
there are some instances, in which God performs his 
strange work, and plucks sinners, as brands from the 
burning, even in their Jast sickness. Still I do not 
consider it safe, in general, to depend on death-bed 
repentance. 

Uni. Very well, sir, you shall have things accer- 
ding to your own weight and measure. The aged 
woman of whom I was speaking, was converted many 
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years ago, joined an orthodox church m this town, 
and has ever since maintained a good chrisuan char- 
acter, as the venerable clergyman to whose church 
she belonged can tesufy. Are these circumstances 
enough to convince you of her piety and fitness for 
heaven? 

Bap. 1 do not know as they are. I should wish 
to know that she embraced (he leading poinis of the 
gospel, before I passed my Judgmentiu ber favor. 
~ Uni. But it appears to me, you change your 
eround ofien. Just now, you called a reconciled, 
happy frame of mind, the brightest cvidence of one’s 
being the child of God; theu, you required certain 
circumstances, asthe one thiug needful in ihe case; 
but having them furnished, you are now after some- 





thing elsc. and must bave them delieve rghit, as well | 
Cut never mand that; perhaps | 
we stall agree in the scquel, notwithsianding these | 
What are those points | 


as feeland act mgit. 


introductory diflercaces. 
that you cousider so Cssen iai? 

Bip. Why, there ate many important points in 
the faith of Gouw’s children. Buta cordial belief in 
the necessity of repeatance, ami of regencrauon by 
the Holy Spark, aud of bemg saved by Jesus © lirist, 
and by him aone, is mdispensable to We chissuan 
faith 

Uni. Ver: g wod, sir; you must yet admii that the 
aged per-on 1 was speaking oi, as a true child of Gad; 
fo. she is very clea. and 3.eadfast on all those points. 
She holds that repentance is essenuai lo salvalion— 
that eves hard and corrupt heart must be renewed, 
and thai net ene sinner wili be, or cau be saveu, ex- 
cepting through Jesus Christ. So 4 conciude you 
will own her asa child or God. 7 

Bip. O yes, don't know butl stall, if all that ts 
true; and | have wo rigit todispute your word. 

Uni. Well, sir, | am realiy glad to see yuu so lib- 
eral and reasonable, after so longa run. 1am ihe 
morc ) leased, because the good old lady 1aturmed 
me, a few days ago, iat sue believed in the doctrine 
of nuiversal salvation, when sue jomed parson K***s 
church, and that he Kuew it; that she had remained 
in the same faith ever since; and, notwithstanding 
all the pains that had been taken, befure and s1uce 
her sekuess to alter her bene:, she Contisued to in- 
ereace in faith and joy: tac her Saviour appears 
more and amore precious; aud that he is able and 
willing to restore, in his own proper ume, the whole 
~workOf mankind. , 

Bap. Al, you have said enough to convince me 


Sne— 


that she is not achristian; she is not a child of Gad ; | 


tis impossible. _ 

Uni. But why so, ny dear sir: co 

Bap. Beceause she candet bea christian aod em- 
brace that fatal delusion. Noctiid of God ever be- 
lieved that dangerous heresy. It causes (bem grief 
tosee others embrace it- 

Uni. But what do you mean by heresy? It can- 


not be acordial assent to the deading points, just | 


Mesitioned. P ; 
Bep. O no; it is the betief that all mankind will 


he finally saved. 


Uni. Then yuu call it heresy, on account of the | 


number embraced in the faith, and not on account of 
the means by which the great work is cliected ! 


Bap. No, you don’t exactly understand me; I: 


mean that a belief of your doctrine is enough tu Con- 


vince me, that the person who has that faitu. Is not a. 


child of God, or a true christian 


Uni. Well, sir, now I understand you ; your mean- ; 


ing is, that no person can be a christian, unless he . 
That re- ; 


believes in the doctrine of endless misery. 
pentance, reformation, and iurty or fitty years’ walk 
of piety, together witha calm and fearless resignation 


‘o the will of Ged on a bed of sickness and of death, | 
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must all become prostrate before this all-essential ar- 
iicle of orthedox faith. 
am not a christian, but an infidei or a here.ic. 


Bap. Yes, you may have it so, if you please; tho’ 


I don’t wish to say auy thing to give offence, or that 
may be considered improper. 

Uni. You have done right, sir, in dealing plainls 
with me; | want no flattery; nor shall { take anv 
offence at your frankness. 1 have a very different 
opinion of you, from what you have of me; I consid- 
er youa pious, well meaning cheistian, though I 
think you imbibe some verv erroneous notions of re- 
gion. Butsince you believe yourself tobe a real 
christian, by having been made to believe in that, 
without which no oue can be a child of Ged, I wish 
you to ins ruct me a little. that { may pet remain in 
the gross darkness, in which you think ] am. Let 
me inquire, what the unrenewed sinner must do, itn 
order io save himseli, or induce Gud to save hiin.— 
Because, it any thing can be done by me, to escape 
eternai wo, Lengage to set myself about it forthwith. 

Bap. O, yon misunderstand my meaning, if vou 
suppose I would imply, that any thing can be done 
by us, to save ourselves. The sinner is in a depra- 
ved and cntirely helpless state. He is blind, and deaf, 
and lost, and even dead in trespasses and sins, and 
has no more power to renew his own soul, than a 
dead man has to see, or Lear, or feel, or rise up and 
walk. L remember very well how it was with me 
when I was converted. The worl was wholly of 
God. I stood out «gainst the Divine Spint, ull } was 
overcome by its almighty power, and compelled to 
submit. I can take no part of the praise to myself; 
the glory belongs to God, because the worik is alto- 
gether bis. li the sinner could do any thing towards 
his own salvation, he would have a right to claim part 
| of the praise, <lould he do all that was in his power. 
, But God has assured his people, that he will not give 
his praise to another. 





Uni [thank vou, sir, for your kindaess in putting 
me back into your path again. You do not hold, 
then, that an unconveried person can do any thing, 
whatever, towards iis salvation; but that it 1s whoel- 
ly of God. Thesinner ts blind, deaf, helpless and 
| dead, and therefore wheily and entirely depesdeut on 
‘the agency of the Spirit; for his conversicn and sal- 
| vation. 
| Bap. Yes, that is my meaning ; and not, as you 
were disposed to imply, that the sinner must do some- 
ihing to save himself. If salvation was of works there 
would be no need of grace; but we are saved by 
grace, and not by works. 

Uni. Well, sir, since we thus far understand 
each other, | want to ask you, what you are calcula- 
ting to effect by your iabors on this sick man. Tam 
tolc that you are daily warning him of his danger, 
exhorting hun to repent, to secure an interest in 
Christ, before it is forever too lave; and much more 
of the same kind. Now, what propriety is there, in 
such exhortations ? 

Bap. Why, Mr. S$ , do you not admit that the 
sinner s! ould improve the means ef grace, and scek 
for repentance, and ask God for his Holy Spirit? I 
want Mr. N to subuiit to the operatious of God's 
Spirit, and fallin with the overtures of mercy. ‘God 
is willing to save, if he will but comply with the con- 
ditions of the gospel, while the door of mercy is open. 

Uni. But Lam really surprised at your language, 
Capt. B - Do you mean that a dead man, or one 
whois unconverted, can comply with the terms of 
mercy? And if be should comply with the condi- 
tions of the gospel, as vou call them, would he not do 
something towards his salvation? If he cannot be 
, saved unless he does something, and by doing it is sa- 
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ved, I am sure you will not persist in saying, he has} Bay. Well, let it go that the finaily impenion 
done nothing towards his salvation ? were not included in the covenant of mercy ; <j} 
Bap. Tell him what he can do? Why, I just now | they ought to strive to flee from the wiatin to come. — 
told you that salvation was wholly of God, and that} We don’t know who are chosen and whoare not; sg 
the creature’s works had nothing to do with it. God | there is no excuse tor indifference; God will not save 
knows who are his people, and he makes them willing | without the use of means. 
in the day of his power; and they give all the glory Uni. But what means can people use, if God has 
tohim. This is the way in which I understand the | reprobated them to endless misery ? There are not 
subject, and it appears plain and easy ‘o all the dear! means for them; and wiiy wot say i, ia so many 
children of God. But those who are unrenewed, and | words ? Why talk about their us?ug imeans to be say- 
unconverted, and blind, cannot see the beauty of this} ed ? You know itis altogeiuer preposterous and de- 
work of Gud for his children. ceptive. And now I want you to tell me what the 
Uni. Very well; baving settled one point, and | e/ect are saved from ? 
ascertained that, according to your creed, the sinner Bap. Why, they are by nature and practice as 
can do nothing but stand still and see the salvation of | sinful as others, aud as such. exposed to Ged’s cever- 
God, | will take the liverty to ask you what you} lasting displeasure. But he iaterposes with tis blood 
mean by the dear children of God, and by their sal- | an? saves them from the wrath to come. 




























































vation. Do you mean that God has élected a defi- Uni. Itcannot be that you understand yourself, 
nite number of his sinful offspring, and that he saves| my friend. If God chese an elect number, from eter. 
them in his own time and way? nity, do you not see thal, never since they were thus 





Bip. Why, that is a subject that I do not care | chosen, could they be ex;osed to such punishment? 
saying much about. IT generally tell people who ask | The elect were never in the danger you deseribe, e- 
me tht question, that God is willing to save all peni- | ven according to your own creed. Not only so, but 
$a tent sinners; and that if thee come to hin, in the | the non-elect can never be in less danger; because 
if, way that the gospe) prescribes, that lie will accept of | no way is provided for their salvation. Of what ser- 
them and save them. ‘This is asmuch as f think it} vice then, are all vour frightful arnings? Nor is 
prudent to say to unrenewed people on that poini.— that the most palpable inconsistency, in your doe- 
It is a very delicate subject, and must be bandied in| trine. If God was angry with the elect, and wanted 
a detivate manner. to damn them, how came a was to be provided for 

Uni. | understand you, Sir, but then, your an- | their escape? Could he be full of wrath towards 
swer does not satisfy meat all. You need not use | tiem, and yet love thern so as to save them from his 
any reserve with me; for any thing that looks hike | own wrath? Look at your scheme, Sir, and see its 
equivocation is by no means calculaied to satisfy my | absurdities. It is full of contradictions and incon- 
mind. 1! did not ask you about God’s being wi/ling | sisiences. But lest we should exhaust the strength 
that men should be saved; but I inquired whether | of the sick man I shail refrain from making any fur- 
or no, you admit that he has a purpose in sending fis | ther remarks. 

Son into the world. When God sent the Lord Jesu, en 

to die for men, did he determine to save and make Rise of the Ganges.—Accounts had been receiv- 
happy a certain number of the human family ; or | eq in London from one of the mis-ionaries at Seram- 
was he less careful concerning the final result of his | ore, of an unexampled rise of the waters of the Gan- 
mission, than of the consequences which might fol- | ves, which swept away ia that place and its vicinity, 
low the fall of a sparrow or of a hair from your head ? | several hundred houses, and drowned some thousands 
Now, be honest, and Ict us know your views. of the inhabitants. The large Baptist mission 

Bap Indecd, it is a very delicate point; and 1! house, in which were all the printing presses, has 
choose to touch upon it cautiously. But when I do been nearly destroyed, although some of the paper 
see fit to express my opinion on the subject, 1 am and types was saved, as were all the manuseripts.— 
constrained to say that 1 be lieve God had chosen @) The large new college also is safe having been buiit 
certain part of mankind for himself, on whom he in- | oy lugher ground. The venerable missionary Dr. 
tended to pour out his grace, even before Adam was : 
created. They are his chosen peo;le, and he de-| yale‘cent state. after a fever.) and as the waters ad- 
terrsined to save them from all eternity. He chose vanced. he was with difficulty removed: soon after 
them in the covenant of his grace, and their salvation | which the walls fell. aud all was desolation.” 
is just as cer‘ain as the cath of God. But | don’t | Our Baptist brethren are ut liberty to consider the 
wish to say this before unrenewed people, because it | _, ae ee ee ee eee 

-above mentioned disaster a * judgment” or any other 


is naturally calculated to harder their hearts and |‘). 4: ; , 
phe sate spay ‘ ting else they ‘lease 7 — “large baptist cl 
int W ‘ “We . . sion house” was probably built at the experse of wi- 
Ps Base ind songmnt “ah er aoa a ' dows, orphans, kitchen maids, and other objects of 
are perfectly a reed that all will be finally aelirte commisseration; and we should be as much entitled 
whens God included in the cme 7 cen _to belief, should we assert this to be a judgment up- 
but I want to know wacther yous » there ~~) § on the promoters of the missionary scheme, as those 
it te acther you suppose there is any ! are who assert the ridiculons stories which are com- 

way provided for the salvation of those helpless ruin- 


. ° : | monly denominated «awful warnings,” &e. And we 
ed sinneis, whom God did not, according to your). ;- ep nif 
y oP onal might perhaps add that it is as likely to be the truth, 


views, design to save by tis Son? Can you tell me as ee 
how they can obtain i oe iis sail tos wae owners a the neo ie — by 4 — — fe 
Bap. | dont wish to say any thing on that point, I. ri ou pe * ies ', rt mi yam ons ee ae es 
must leave them in the hands ofa merciful God ; he | ee 
best knows what will become of them. | 
Uni. But, Sir, | cannot believe you are sincere in CORRECTION. : 
what you say. You do not believe that God is mer-| Br. Streeter, editor and proprietor of the Christian 
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company of a sick man, who takes the deepest inter- | tently credited it to the Boston Universalist Maga- 
est in what we say. zine. It was not intentional. 
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